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PRESIDENT

Dear BABNA Members,

As March comes to a close, we take time to recognize
two significant heritage and health observances:
Women's History Month and Colorectal Cancer
Awareness Month.

Women’s History Month is a time to celebrate the
remarkable contributions of women who have shaped
our nation’s history, from trailblazers in science, medicine, and civil
rights to those who have led in government, business, and beyond.
Women's History Month was first celebrated in 1987; Women's
International Day was recognized on March 8th. This month we
recognize how far we've come, however, yet so much more to do.
Women's courage, innovation, and resilience continue to inspire us as
we work toward greater equality, we recognize how far we've come,
however, yet there is and opportunity for all.

March is also Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month, reminding us of the
importance of prevention, early detection, and treatment. Colorectal
cancer is the fourth most common cancer in the U.S. among men and
women combined, but it is also highly preventable with regular
screenings and healthy lifestyle choices. African Americans bear a
disproportionate burden, with an incidence of CRC that is >20% higher
than in whites and an even larger difference in mortality. Beloved actor,
writer, and director Chadwick Boseman died prematurely of CRC. |
encourage everyone to take proactive steps for their health by talking
with their healthcare providers and supporting loved ones in doing the
same.

This month, let us honor the past, embrace the present, and commit to
a future where every American has the opportunity to thrive.

Be well, Be Blessed

Kim J. Scott, MSN, MBA, RN- BABNA President 2024-2026

Member Spotlight:

Sharrell Page

Sharrell Page is a senior nursing student at
Samuel Merritt University, pursuing a Bachelor of
Science in Nursing (BSN). With a strong
foundation in African American Studies and
Social Science, Sharrell is dedicated to
healthcare advocacy and equity, maintaining a
3.5 GPA and being inducted into the Sigma
. Theta Tau International Honor Society. As an
active member of the Bay Area Black Nurses
SR Association, she has volunteered the most out of
A all members: students and licensed/retire
| members. She was also recently inducted into
AR the Chi Eta Phi Sorority. Sharrell contributes to
E— community health initiatives focused on

education and preventive care. Following graduation, she plans to
pursue a Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) with a focus on holistic
health for individuals of the African diaspora, aiming to advocate for
underserved communities and reduce healthcare disparities.

Upcoming Events and
Opportunities

March 22nd, 10 - 11:30 AM BABNA's Monthly General
Meeting (Every 4th Saturday)
Zoom link sent via reminder emalil
to members only. Contact us at
info@babna.today if you did not
receive an email.

CE Topic: Is Single Payer Sill An
Option?

March 28th, 7 PM Memories Unleashed: Jazz & The
Great American Song Book

March 30th, 12:30 - 4:30 PM Family Wellness Expo: Castlemont
High School,

8601 MacArthur Blvd., Oakland, CA

For volunteer opportunities, email Kim at babnapresi@gmail.com

April 5th, 9:00 - 1:00 PM Nursing Student Boot Camp:

St. Mary'’s College of California,
Galileo Hall, 1928 St. Mary's Rd.,
Moraga, CA

For volunteer opportunities, email Kim at babnapresi@gmail.com

Get Involved

Are you a BABNA Member ready to lead? Join a Committee! Contact
the Committee Chair listed below to learn how. All Committees are
looking for volunteers!
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Collaborate, Advocate, Lead:
Join BABNA Committees Now!

Bylaws Committee Membership Committee
BABNABYLAWS@GMAIL.COM INFOoBABNA.TODAY
Finance Committee Mentorship Committee
BABNATREASUREROGMAIL.COM KENDRA.MURTHIL@GMAIL.COM
Fundraising Committee Nominating Committee k
INFO®BABNA TODAY INFO®BABNA.TODAY
Legislative Committee Nursing and Community

Education Committee
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MAKULA.CODWIN@GMAIL.COM
INFOeBABNA.TODAY
Media & Public
Relations Committee Student Affairs -

. Scholarship Committee
KENDRA.MURTHIL@GMAIL.COM
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Scholarship Corner

BABNA Scholarship Program

NBNA Scholarship Program

BABNA Scholarships are coming soon! Keep updated via our social
media and monthly newsletters!

Did You Know?

BABNA has a WhatsApp group just for
members! If you would like to join us, contact
Kendra at 925-214-9252 (text is preferred).

BABNA on Bluesky
BABNA now has a Bluesky account! Follow us

* at @babna.bsky.social or click the button below!

BABNA Bluesky

March BABNA Birthdays!

New BABNA Members!

(As of Jan. 2025)

Rhonda Frazier Maurina Brooklyn
Nunn

Danielle Yvette

Williams

Did we miss your birthday or new member announcement? Let us know at
pr.babna@gmail.com

Spring into Action! What do YOU
want to see more of in our April
hewsletter?

() Nursing tips and professional development

' O Health equity and community advocacy
highlights

“"Real Talk” interview with members or other
nurses in the community

' Must-read books or podcasts for healthcare
O pros

() Ask a Mentor: Submit questions, get real advice

Educate. Advocate. Heal. Unite.

WEBSITE FACEBOOK INSTAGRAM LINKEDIN BLUESKY

Do you want to share or sign up for our newsletter? Click HERE.
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